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Developments under the Pact

- Communication on the Employers
Sanctions Directive - COM(2021) 592

- A renewed EU action plan against migrant
smuggling (2021-2025) - COM(2021) 591

- The EU strategy on voluntary return and
reintegration - COM(2021) 120
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Communication on the Employers 
Sanctions Directive 

- On the practical application of the Directive and
the necessary actions to strengthen it:

- sanctions against employers;

- measures to protect the rights of irregular
migrants, and;

- inspections



A renewed EU action plan against 
migrant smuggling (2021-2025)

- reinforced cooperation with partner countries and 
international organisations, including through 
Anti-Smuggling Operational Partnerships

- implementing legal frameworks and sanctioning 
smugglers active within and outside the EU

- preventing exploitation and ensuring the 
protection of migrants



A renewed EU action plan against 
migrant smuggling (2021-2025)

- reinforcing cooperation and supporting the work 
of law enforcement and the judiciary to respond 
to new challenge

- improving the knowledge on smugglers’ 
organisation and ways of work



The EU strategy on voluntary 
return and reintegration

- The challenges and pillars addressing them

- The specific role of the European Migration 
Network Return Expert Group (EMN-REG):

- Return Counselling

- Reintegration Assistance Tool (RIAT)



The procedure 



EU Strategy on voluntary return and reintegration

- Value of voluntary returns and of sustainable
reintegration recognised at EU level

- Essential element of new ecosystem on returns

- More uniform and coordinated approach among
Member States to unlock full potential

- Built on achievements and replies to commonly
identified challenges



Challenges to address

- Fragmentation of approaches

- Insufficient data collection

- Lack of coherent framework on counselling and

referral

- Insufficient coordination among stakeholders

- Lack of sustainability, ownership, capacity in

third countries

- Insufficient funding



EU Strategy on voluntary return and reintegration

Seven pillars 

1. A more effective legal and operational framework 

2. Effective coordination between all stakeholders

3. Supporting voluntary return and reintegration of migrants 

from and between third countries

4. Effective return counselling and referral

5. Ensuring quality of support

6. Fostering sustainability of reintegration support and 

ownership of partner countries and

7. Funding for voluntary return and reintegration



Return counselling at the core



What is RIAT?
- The Reintegration Assistance Tool (RIAT) has a dual

function:

- It is communication tool that facilitates communication
on individual return and reintegration cases between
return counsellors in Member States and reintegration
partners in third countries, all in a secure digital
environment

- It is a data-collection tool that collects quantitative and
qualitative data on the return and reintegration process

RIAT thereby eases the return and reintegration process
and through enhanced evaluation and learning will improve
the EU’s overall reintegration efforts.



RIAT coverage today
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